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Former Evangelical Marc Cole shares how The St Barnabas Society  
helped his family in their time of need

It was a bleak day in March 2018. My 
wife, Oksana, and I had recently faced 

a financial abyss when looking at the 
depth of our bills, the lack of money, and 
the lack of options. Even if we both got 
another part-time job each, we wouldn't 
make enough to make all the ends meet. 
Panic was baying at the door.
I was a full-time PhD student in 
Philosophy at the University of Leeds. In 
March 2018, I was half way through my 
4th year. The plan was to have jobs for 
the Fall, full-time real employment. But 
our rickety financial plan well and truly 
bottomed out after Christmas. 
It was then that we were introduced 
to the St Barnabas Society through a 
friend. We met Fr Paul Martin, as well as 
many other members of the society. The 

kindness shown to us was overwhelming, 
like soothing music on jangled nerves, or 
a hug in the midst of emotional chaos. 
We sat down with Fr Paul in our home 
and discussed our situation. 
You see, we were once Protestants. For 
more than a decade. I had an 8-year 
career in another sector before leaving 
to pursue academia...and to pastor my 
own church. My undergraduate degree 
is in Theology and Church history 
was not taught from the Reformation 
forward, but from the beginning forward. 
A very long story short, we were both 
deeply convicted by the role of Church, 
Magisterium, and Tradition. Through a 
profound conversion of conscience, we 
crossed the River Tiber in August 2011. 
I clearly could no longer be a pastor, and 

had to find another way. I hoped for this 
in Philosophy. However, as a result of 
this decision and conversion, we met 
many hardships. Many friends chastised 
us. We started out with some means of 
funding, but it ran out several years ago. 
And a host of other challenges beset us 
because of our conversion. It should be 
said...we haven't and never would regret 
our conversion, no matter the cost. 
Fr Paul was very kind with us as talked 
about everything, and our children still 
talk about him! They have declared they 
want to see him in China.
We had to wait a few weeks for the 
final decision after the committee 
met, and we were rewarded enough to 
cover our bills, and even pay for a few 
extracurricular activities, like our martial 
arts as a family! What's more, a few 
weeks after that, we received word back 
from an International High School in 
China that they wanted to hire my wife 
and I full time! I would teach philosophy 
and other things, Oksana would teaching 
English (her Master's is in this, and she 
has 15 years of experience in the field).
But preparing for the move--including 
the cost of visas and the cost of shipping 
our stuff--was overwhelming. Once 
again, the Society stepped up and 
offered to pay for our shipping costs. 
My wife and I are grateful to God 
through your Society. We have no idea 
where we would be right now if it weren't 
for your generosity and kindness, but we 
wouldn't be here probably. 
We would like to thank everyone at the 
Society, including Chris McGowan and 
Father Paul.

A BENEFICIARY’S STORY

Marc Cole and his family pictured with the parish priest in their new home in China
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Friday 23rd 
November 2018

was a day of special 
significance for the 
St Barnabas Society. 
We welcomed Bishop 
William Kenney C.P., 
our local Area Bishop, 
to our new offices 
along with a small 
but distinguished 
group of guests. 
They had gathered 
for the celebration of 

the first Mass in our new chapel during which the altar and 
offices were blessed. It was an occasion which was beautiful 
in its simplicity. It now means that the worship we offer each 
day and the administrative work that we do is united under 
the same roof just as it was at Wolvercote. Added to that is a 
ministry of welcome and hospitality. It is our hope that as our 
new location becomes more widely known so a steady trickle 
of visitors will start to make its way to Windsor House at the 
East Point Business Park to see where we are and what we are 
about. Visitors are always welcome and visiting priests can say 
Mass if they wish.

Bishop Kenney was assisted by three concelebrants 
(Fr  Paul  Martin, the Society’s Director, Fr John Hancock, 
Parish Priest of Littlemore, and Mgr Bruce Harbert, a great 
friend of the Society who lives in retirement at Charlbury) and 
by Deacon Bob Hughes who serves as one of the Society’s 
Trustees. Our Chairman, Roland Hayes, was the lector and 
our Operations Officer, Chris McGowan, was the M.C. 
Among others present were Trustees of the Society and two 
of the Sisters of The Work from The College at Littlemore. 
The Mass was followed by a small reception.

The move from Wolvercote to Littlemore was always going to 
be a challenge but already it feels the right place for us to be. 
The new offices are bright and spacious and their contemporary 
feel is due to the drive and imagination of Chris McGowan and 
Adam Manley (a temporary employee) who put everything 
together in a remarkably short period of time. We owe them 

“DO WHATEVER HE TELLS YOU” JOHN 2:5
This is precisely what the St Barnabas Society is striving to do
The Director, Father Paul Martin



a huge debt of gratitude for the hard work they put in over 
the summer months to ensure that the move went smoothly. 
Unfortunately Adam could not be present at the Mass and 
nor could Marcelo Lavallen, the artist responsible for the three 
beautiful icon panels which form the base of the new altar. 
They depict three scenes from the life of St Barnabas, our 
patron. The first shows him presenting a gift of money to the 
Apostles raised from the sale of his land. The second shows 
him presenting Saul of Tarsus (later St Paul) to the Apostles 
and convincing them of the sincerity of his conversion. The 
third shows him suffering death by stoning with a halter around 
his neck. The icons are stunningly beautiful. Marcelo will be 
returning this year to paint a crucifix in the Byzantine style and 
an icon of Blessed John Henry Newman and Blessed Dominic 
Barberi which will both be placed in the chapel. Archbishop 
Bernard Longley will visit the chapel this year to celebrate 
Mass and to bless the crucifix and icon. The cause for Blessed 
Dominic’s canonisation is especially close to his heart and 
Blessed John Henry Newman is soon to be canonised. We are 
so fortunate that Marcelo agreed to take on this project not 
least because his home is in Boston in the U.S.A. His artwork 
has transformed what was an ordinary office space into a place 
which is totally fit for prayer and worship. We are indebted to 
him for the time and effort he has invested and for giving to 
the Society something of lasting beauty.

2019 will bring its own challenges as we seek to expand the 
Society’s work and to increase our network of supporters. The 
work entrusted to us today is as crucially important as it was 
when the Society (then the Converts Aid Society) was called 
into existence in 1896. The touching story of Marc Cole and 
his family which appears in this edition of the newsletter bears 
witness to this. Please continue to support us in whatever way 
you can. Your prayers are just as important as your money and 
the Lord is able to use both to assist us in what He has called 
us to do. The little statue of Our Lady of Walsingham which 
can also be found in our new chapel is a daily reminder to us 
of the words she once spoke to the stewards at the wedding in 
Cana: “Do whatever He tells you.” That is precisely what the 
St Barnabas Society is striving to do.
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The St Barnabas Society has over many years enabled many non 
Catholic clergy (and their wives) to enter into full communion with 

the Catholic  Church, knowing that they will be supported financially and 
encouraged through wise and sensitive counsel. The Church has been enriched 
by those whom she has discerned to have a vocation to the priesthood and 
who have gone on to pastoral and other ministries.

It is good to know that the headquarters of the Society have now moved to 
Littlemore, near the College where the most famous of all English converts, 
Blessed John Henry Newman, was received into the Church.

We have so much to be grateful to the Society for their work and to those who 
support them financially.

May St Barnabas and Blessed John Henry Newman pray for God’s blessing on 
the Society and all its benefactors.

The Right Reverend Alan S Hopes
Bishop of East Anglia

A MESSAGE FROM BISHOP ALAN HOPES

FEBRUARY 2019
Dear Members, Friends and Supporters,
Firstly, may I thank you for your generosity now and in the 
past, with your help the Society can do more to assist our 
current and future beneficiaries, and the wider Church 
in a very direct way. I am always encouraged when our 
beneficiaries are ordained, and it is fascinating to learn 
more of their stories in these pages.
Secondly, as you know it has been a very busy period of 
change for the Society. Following a very deep strategic 
review, we are working hard to professionalise our methods 
and make the Society fit for purpose for the future. All the 
staff have worked enthusiastically to bring this about, and 
I am very grateful to them.
From our accounts you will see that, as ever, the Society 
are running a deficit – so we will still need your financial 
help as well as prayers to do more for our beneficiaries 
and the Church. Every little helps, and if you were able to 
remember the Society in your will, you can leave a lasting 
legacy.
Finally, I do hope to see you at the Society’s event in June at 
Warwick Street which promised to be an excellent evening 
of thanksgiving and celebration of our work.
Roland Hayes
Chairman

The Director, Chairman and Board of Trustees 
of the St Barnabas Society invite you to 

a Solemn Pontifical Mass at the  
Church of Our Lady of the Assumption,  

Warwick Street, W1F 9JR  
on the Feast of St Barnabas, Apostle

Tuesday 11th June 2019 
at 7:00pm 

followed by a buffet reception

The Principal Celebrant and Homilist will be  
The Right Rev Dom Cuthbert Brogan OSB

Priests are welcome to concelebrate.  
Please bring alb and red stole

RSVP: office@stbarnabassociety.org.uk  
or 01865 513377


